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PBCD Stands with The Bahamas!

The world witnessed the devasting impact of Hurricane Dorian in the Atlantic Ocean on The Bahamas. The slow, moving
hurricane has been recorded as the worst natural disaster in the country’s history and displaced more than 70,000 residents. There
are still hundreds of Bahamians unaccounted for from the storm. PBCD is committed to assisting The Bahamas with rebuilding
efforts and short term assistance by partnering with the Embassy of The Bahamas. During the PBCD Congressional Black Caucus
Reception at the City Club Washington, D.C., PBCD Chair, Derek R. Hull, invited members of The Embassy to join the Division
to discuss rebuilding efforts and by offering relief for the residents impacted by the hurricane. Mr. Theo Neilly, Consul General,
Washington, D.C. and PBCD members discussed the importance of PBCD lending our division members expertise in planning for
natural disasters and hazard mitigation and supporting the local economy through tourism. As members of PBCD, this is your
charge to Stand with The Bahamas!
During the 2019 PBCD Business Meeting at
the National Planning Conference in San
Francisco, the Executive Board announced
that PBCD will host a 40th Anniversary
Cruise from Miami to The Bahamas, Oct.
2020. This decision was made ahead of
Hurricane Dorian’s impact to The Bahamas,
but it is even more important today based
on the devastation left by the hurricane.
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Theo Neilly, Consul General Washington, D.C. Embassy of The Bahamas,
Fleming El-Amin, AICP, APA Board of Director Member (Center) and Derek
R. Hull, PBCD Chair along with other PBCD members during Congressional
Black Caucus Reception.

How can you help The Bahamas during their
recovery period? The Embassy has
identified financial institutions to accept
donations that will go directly to families in
need. I would encourage each PBCD
member to donate funds to one or more of
these institutions.

The legacy of PBCD has always been to answer the call when communities are in need of
assistance. During Hurricane Katrina, the Division identified experts to serve on APA’s
Community Planning Assistant Teams (CPAT) to assist in planning for disaster recovery in New
Orleans neighborhoods. In 2016, PBCD members hosted a session on, “What Law
Enforcement Officials can Learn from Planners to build Trust in the Communities for which
they Serve”. This session was held in response to the recent deadly force incidences against
African-Americans, a session that may need to be revisited in 2020. Our community plans in
Gary, IN, and Oakland, CA, have set in motion redevelopment activities that embrace cultural
traditions and a sense of place while encouraging new economic development opportunities at
the same time.
Cont. to Page 2
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Cont. from Page 1

As we start the celebration of 40 years of planning excellence, PBCD must broaden its influence to
include the Caribbean, South America and the entire continent of Africa. This is your opportunity
to help the Division make a difference in the lives of thousands of Bahamian residents. Please
consider giving to the Government Disaster Relief Account listed below.

Derek R. Hull and Theo Neilly attending the
PBCD Congressional Black Caucus Reception.

FINANCIAL DONATIONS TO THE BAHAMAS DISASTER RELIEF ACCOUNT IN THE
WAKE OF HURRICANE DORIAN
Please be advised that The Bahamas’ Overseas Missions are no longer accepting physical
donations. Financial donations to the following Government Disaster Relief Account would
be most effective at this time:

Intermediary Bank

Swift: CHASUS33
JP Morgan Chase Bank
New York
ABA021000021

Beneficiary Bank

RBC account held with JP Morgan Chase: /001 1 88488
Swift: ROYCBSNS
RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Limited
Nassau, Bahamas
Beneficiary: /05625 128-101-3
Bahamas Disaster Relief Fund Account
This information will be updated and disseminated periodically. For more information visit the
Embassy’s website.
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Celebrate PBCD’s 40th Anniversary Oct. 2019—Oct. 2020

PBCD Webinar Oct. 23, 2019
Planning in the Bahamas: History, Culture and Conservation
Join the Planning and the Black Community Division
for a webinar to discuss urban planning practices in
The Bahamas. Learn about culture influences, public
participation and conservation strategies on this
archipelago’s 700 islands. Guest speakers will include
Dr. Tracey Thompson, Director of the Oral History
Institute at the University of The Bahamas, Pamela
Burnside, President of Creative Nassau, and Lynn
Gape, Deputy Executive Director of The Bahamas
National Trust. The webinar will take place on
Wednesday, October 23rd at 1:00 p.m. (EDT)

Register below:
www.blackcommunity.planning.org/events/eventsingl
es/9187240/
PBCD is offering 1.50 CM for live viewing of the
webinar.

PBCD Celebrates 40 Years of Excellence Caribbean Cruise
Oct. 23, 2020
Join the PBCD as we sail to the Bahamas in October 2020
to celebrate our 40th anniversary! It is sure to be an exciting
event as we set sail out of Miami, Florida for three days on
Royal Caribbean’s Navigator of Seas.
Depart (Miami) Friday, October 23, 2020 @4:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 24 - Sea Day
Sunday, October 25 - Nassau, Bahamas
Return (Miami) Monday, October 25 @ 6:00 a.m.
Room Rates (includes port fees and taxes)
Interior room - $515 per person (double occupancy)
Oceanview - $541.12 per person (double occupancy)
Interior Promenade – 515.02 per person (double occupancy)
Balcony - $596.92 per person (double occupancy)
Initial Dep. $50.00 (per person) due by 11/14/19
Second Dep. $100.00 (per person) due by 03/12/20
Final Pymt. is due by 07/23/2020
Packet includes One Hour Shared Cocktail Party (Free
Drinks) and $25.00 per cabin onboard credit.
For every eight (8) rooms booked, PBCD will receive a
rebate of one cabin (not including port fees and taxes.) This
rebate will be shared with PBCD members who book their
cabins through the room block.
For more details check out the PBCD 40th Anniversary
Cruise at our designated webpage :

Dr. Tracey Thompson

Pamela Burnside

Lynn Gape

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/pbcd40thanniversary or
contact Group Account Executive Skye Foya at 888-9694768 Ext. 36473 or e-mail at sfoyaa@wth.com
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Meet PBCD Fellow 2019 - Izani Love

My name is Izanie Love and I am the 2019-20 PBCD Fellow. I am pursuing a Master’s Degree in
Urban and Regional Planning with a focus on Affordable Housing and Community Development
Finance and Community Design and Development from San Jose State University. I received my
undergraduate degree in Community and Regional Development from the University of California, Davis. I am also a proud
product of City College of San Francisco. I was born in Sacramento, CA; however, my family is originally from San Francisco’s
Fillmore/ Western Addition District. During weekend visits, the sounds of the 38-Geary bus line lulled me to sleep. I have vivid
childhood memories of my granny and I going to the Kabuki Theater, Ocean Beach, PacBell/ AT&T Park, and Popeye’s Chicken
Restaurant down the street at the Fillmore Center.
My interest in affordable housing finance and community design and development was sparked when I moved to San
Francisco to attend community college in 2012. I quickly began to realize that the place I loved so much was becoming
unrecognizable. I noticed a mass exodus of Black and Brown people coupled with the erasure of their physical community spaces. I
learned that this was largely due to the impacts of gentrification and displacement. Historically, these communities have been
systematically left out of the urban and regional planning process. Once I began graduate school, I also noticed when it came time
to learn about the founders of urban planning and those who have made a lasting impact in the field, Black Urban Planners and
planners of color were excluded. As a result, I began looking for ways to learn more about Black experiences in the context of the
planning profession. I was elated to learn that the 2019-20 PBCD Fellowship topic pertained to preserving the history of the first
generation of Black Urban Planners.
Over the summer, I participated in archival research to uncover the lives and professional contributions of a pioneer Black
Urban Planner, the late Samuel J. Cullers, who was the first Black person to receive a graduate degree from MIT in City and
Regional Planning and the first Black Planning Director of a large U.S. city, the late Charles Allen of Gary, IN. I also made efforts to
identify the first Black Womxn* Urban Planner. In the first month of my fellowship, I had difficulties with finding more than
obituaries of these historical figures. Fortunately, as my research progressed, I began making connections with people who had
personally interacted with these pioneers. Their contributions were great resources for my research.
As I was conducting my research I took a major interest in Mr. Cullers. I felt personally connected to his experience when
I found out that he was the Chief of Urban Planning for the State of California Office of Planning. Additionally, Mr. Cullers was
APA Director of the Sacramento Valley Section. I was also inspired by his article, “A Change in Direction,” Cullers explained that
“The main purpose of planning is to see where we are going in terms of where we have been, and then to assist in changing the
direction toward where we want to go.” This fellowship experience has allowed me to extend my research of Mr. Cullers. I plan to
prepare an article that centers upon his many invaluable contributions to the planning profession.
I am grateful to have participated in research that was personally meaningful to me because as an aspiring Black Womxn*
Urban Planner, my intention is to assist in that change in direction. My pursuit includes, preserving the histories, cultures, and
experiences of our people within the urban planning context while creating space for the intersections that lie in the many issues
affecting the African Diaspora.

*A term used to emphasize inclusiveness

Are you a speaker, moderator or a mobile workshop leader for National Planning Conference 2020 in Houston, TX? If so, let
PBCD know so that we can promote your event to the membership. Send all inquiries to info_pbcd@planning.org
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2019 National Planning Conference Highlights
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Calling all volunteers. Get involved with PBCD!
Send all inquiries to the PBCD email address
info_pbcd@planning.org

Elections Committee: Coordinates
PBCD Elections and recruits and
train officers;
Communications Committee:
Serves as editor and writers of the
newsletters, any social media and
website activity, coordinated by the
Social Media Administrator, and
coordination of all webinars;
Regional Ambassador Program:
Coordinates regional events along
with Board Members to promote
PBCD initiatives and activities;
Collective Impact: Coordinates the
formation of complementary
professions to formulate a Think
Tank and Speakers Bureau to
address issues germane to the
African-American community;

a solicitation packet for fundraising;
Membership Committee: Cultivates
activities to secure new memberships to the Division and develops
survey to assess membership
satisfaction;
40th Anniversary Committee: Establishes the theme for the event and
creates the marketing campaign and
anniversary outline for members;
Mentor/Mentee Committee:
Facilitates matching of professional
PBCD Planners, students and young
adults and provides assistance and
resources throughout the year.

Fellowship Committee:
Disseminates and coordinates
activities for the Fellowship Award
and oversee the Fellow’s research
project;
Fundraising Committee:
Establishes fundraising goals and
develops

Meet PBCD New Social Media Administrator
My name is Tatiana Height and I am a native of Chicago, IL currently living in Cary, NC. I received a BA in Great Plains Studies from
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, with minors in Community and Regional Planning, Environmental Studies, and Entrepreneurship
followed by a Master of Community and Regional Planning. I have experience in water planning and community development and I am
on the planning committee for the young professionals' group of the NC Chapter of the APA. I have been a member of PBCD for over
two years and am very excited to get more involved in the division. My goal as Social Media Administrator is to help raise awareness for
the division, increase our online presence, and share information about division initiatives with our members.
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PBCD Proposed By-Laws Changes
The Executive Board is offering By-Laws changes at the 2020 PBCD Business Meeting. Proposed By-Laws changes are listed
below:
 Procedures 1.5.2: The bylaws state that when 12 people or more are at a meeting, the meeting should be governed by Robert’s
Rule of Order.
Proposed Change: Where 12 or more people are present at the beginning of the meeting, the meeting shall be governed by Robert’s
Rules of order.
 Decision Making 3.0: The bylaws state that decisions must be made by a majority vote.
Proposed Change: Add, “ A majority vote is 50%, plus of the members present.
 Elections 4.1.3: The bylaws list the chair as an elected position and list the chair elect as serving a two-year term.
Proposed Change to Elections 4.1.3: With Chair, Chair-Elect, Vice Chair, Secretary-Treasurer, Student Representative, and Past
Chair, there shall be: Two-year terms for all of the above.
Note: Updates were made to other items affected by this change. Other proposed changes are grammatical or added clarity.

Check us out on social media
https://blackcommunity.planning.org

https://twitter.com/pbcdiv
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PlanningandtheBlackCommunity
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4109746
Email the Division at info_pbcd@planning.org
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Parting Message for Fleming El– Amin II, AICP
APA Board of Directors

Within the last year, APA has adopted a social policy guide and diversity, equity, and inclusion strategy. These efforts provide a good
foundation for increasing diversity and inclusion within the planning profession and within APA. However, it is just a framework that will
require our ongoing contributions and commitments to be successful. I encourage all PBCD members to review this information and
continue to provide input, participate in NPC conference session proposal reviews and continuously stay abreast of new developments
and continue bring the importance of equitable planning in black communities to the fore front of APA’s strategic agenda and
development planning process.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the APA Board of Directors over the last 4 years and extremely appreciative of PBCD's support
during my tenure. I am thrilled that my predecessor Angela Brooks will be rejoining the APA Board of Directors to advance this work and
undertake new endeavors to advance the concerns among planners of color and pursuit of planning resources needed to support black
communities throughout the U.S. and internationally.
APA Planning for Equity Policy Guide
https://www.planning.org/publications/document/9178541/
In Struggle,
Fleming El-Amin II, AICP
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Congratulations to two PBCD members on their elections to the APA Board of Directors and AICP Commission. Angela Brooks,
AICP, was elected as APA Board of Directors, At Large– Focused. The position is currently held by Fleming El-Amin, II, AICP.
Mitchell Silver, FAICP, was elected as President of the AICP Commission. We wish them well in their new roles!

Angela Brooks, AICP

Mitchell Silver, FAICP
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Calling all Videographers and Screen Writers. PBCD is producing a documentary on First Generation Planners Speak Their
Truths. We need your help to capture images, interviews and narrate the story line for PBCD’s first documentary. This film will
debut on the 2020 PBCD 40th Anniversary Cruise and your contributions will be highlighted in the credits for the film. Send
your interest to info_pbcd@planning.org

PBCD IS GROWING AND GROWING AND GROWING

PBCD membership is estimated at 1,450 members, including students. Be sure to renew your membership annually. Dues are
$25.00 for APA members and $40.00 for non-APA members. Student memberships are free.

Planning and the Black Community
Division of the American Planning
Association

C/O American Planning Association
205 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1200
Chicago, IL 60601-5927
Phone: 312-431-9100
Fax: 312-786-6700
E-mail: info_pbcd@planning.org

Check out the new PBCD website:
https://blackcommunity.planning.org

Derek R. Hull
PBCD Chair

Planning and the Black Community Division
(PBCD) of the American Planning Association is an
organization that provides a national forum for
planners, administrators, public officials, students,
and other interested individuals to address issues of
significance to the black community, promote
exchange between members and other
organizations, encourage and support professional
development among black planners and provide
career information.

PBCD Executive Officers 2018—2019

Victoria Mason-Ailey, AICP
Chair Elect

Franchesca Taylor, AICP
Vice Chair

Next Newsletter— Winter 2020
PBCD Newsletter Staff:

Chanel Williams
Secretary/Treasurer

Editor: Derek R. Hull
Contributors: Fleming El-Amin, Franchesca Taylor, Chandra

Frederick, Izani Love and Tatiana Height
Co-Editor: Calvin Whitaker

Kayla Hunter
Student Representative

Photography: Otis T. Spriggs, AICP
Interested in submitting articles or serving on the newsletter
sub-committee, send us an e-mail.

